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A

To Delegates and to
Members of the Haldane Society.

A copy of the Legal Aid and Advice Bill, now before Parliament,
and of the official Summary of the Proposed New Scheme, are
enclosed herewith.

Msgin points of the propossd Service gare as follows:—

CIVIL PROCELDTHAS,

(1) Legal aid will be available to "Assisted Persons) i.e.
perscms whase "disposabls  income™ dues not exceed £420

per armille

(2) Assisted nperscins may be required to make contridbutiorns
to the legal aid Ffund. 'he amount of such contributions
will depend upon the cssisted person's "disposable income"
and "disposavlie capital'.

(%) The National Assistance Board will assess the "disposalbe
income" of perscns applying for assistance and the contrib-
utions payable by them.

(4) Legal aid will be available for proceedings in substant-
ially all the ordinary civil courts by other tribunals are
to be exeluded, at any rate for the time-being. It will ue
granted, however, only if the applicant has "reasonable
grounds" for engaging in the proceedings, and it will not te
available, in any event, for certain specified categories of
proceedings, including proceedings for defamation.

(5) Legal advice (oral advice by solicitors) is to be made
available at centres all over the country and a sum ° up
to 2/6 per interview may be charged for this.

(6) Organisation of the szheme — to be in the hands of the
Law Socisiy, with repragerntation from the Bar Council,
Thare areg to bz 12 Airew Cownitiess in Euglsnd and Walss, and,
witnin each Arves, Lconl ocnm ag which will deal with
applications “or loegai asd; an ves and lofol conmnittees
will togetner avvance for the sett ng up or the Advice
centres., The wholc sobews 1 he s uwndar thae guidante of
the Lord Chauncellor, who 18 o have powsr w0 mals regul—
ations; he is to be assisted by an Aavisory Gommittee,

(7)/




(7) PFinance - the legal aid fund is to be fed from
a) the Treasury
b) Contributions from Assisted Persons (and fees paid
to Advice centres)
(c) Costs recovered from unsuccessiul parties to prgceed—
ings.
(8) Lawyers — panels of bavyisters and zclicitors willing *o
act under the scheme wildt e vrepsred oy Arca Committecs.
Barristers will be paid 2E% of *their Tses allowed on taxation
in the High Court, solicitors 3¢5 of thair profit costs; in
County courts they will ve ailowed tne full amount of the
taxed fees and costs respectively. The lcgal Advice Centrss
will be staffed by salaried full and pari-time solicitors.

CRIMINAIL, PROCEEDINGS.

(9) Provision will be made to make legal aid more widely avail-
able in criminal cases, by extending the present system.

The Haldane Society Executive Committee have considered
the proposed scheme and we suggest that your organisation may care
to consider the following questions -~ in addition, of course, to
any other matters which you desire to raise for discussion at the
Conference.

(1) Is it desirable that the scheme should be administered
solely by lawyers, or should there be "consumer representation" in
the organisation? If so, what form should this take, what bodies
should be represented? And should there be consumer representation
on all the proposed Committees, at all levels, or only, say, on the
Advisory Committee?

(2) Is it desirable that there should be an income limit for
qualification for assistance under the scheme? If so, is the pro-
posed figure of £420 per annum "disposable income" satisfactory?

If 2 1limit is desirable, should the figure be adjustable by legis—
lation?

(3) Is the proposed method of assessment of "disposable income"
and "disposable capital" satisfactory? Is it desirable that the
assessment should be carried out by the National Assistance Board?
Are the amounts which it is proposed shall be eontributed by
Assisted Persons satisfactory?

(4) Is the list of proceedings exeluded from the scheme satis-
factory?

The views of members of the Society on these and other
questions will be presented to the Conference for discussion.

JOHN ELTON

Hon. Secretary.



